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Main User Interface 



Output Monitor 
Window 

See the live output 
of Visual Commu- 
nicator with video, 
effects, titles and 
graphics added in 
real-time as you 
Rehearse or Record 
your show. 



Project - Start, save 
or open a project 
file, print a script, 
launch the Wizard, 
or capture video. 

Director- This is 
where you can con- 
trol the teleprompter 
scrolling. 

Actions - Control 
duration of effects, 
edit titles, and adjust 
colors and volume 
levels on pictures or 
video clips. 

V-Screen - Activate 
and control V-Screen. 

Setup - Go here first 
to select your video 
and audio devices 
and adjust controls 
for these devices. 



Show Controls 

Use these buttons 
to Rehearse, Record 
and Publish shows. 




The Teleprompter 

Read your script as it scrolls up while Visual Communicator 
automatically records your show! This has been designed 
for you to read the text as it appears in the red bar. You can 
adjust the scroll speed under the Director Project Tab. 



Project Director | Actions V-Screen Setup 



Project N arne: |Show_2 



Open. . 



Print Script 



Capture.. 
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Hi, I'm Suzy Patz! There's 
an amazing new way to 
create videos that have 
the pro look of real TV in 
minutes with video effects, 
green screen magic, titles 
and more. You can email 
or put them on the web. I 
made some videos at 
www SerinusMagir; com 
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Video Effects Styles | Topics | Videos | Graphics 



;se Projects 



C:\Program Files\ Serious Magic\Visual Corrimunicator\Content\Effects 



▼ Back Fwd Up Home 




Spin In Shatter Small Spiral Sphere In Double Boh Anirn Gold Double Boh Anirn Silver 



Move in upper left Move out lower right Peel Bottom Left Peel Bottom Right Peel Top Left More 



Media Files 

Depending on which Media Folder tab is selected above, you'll see effects, titles, graphics, sounds and 
pictures appear here. The Browse tab will let you navigate to and use your own standard media content 
from your PC or network. Drag and drop media from here into the Action Area to add it to a show. 



The Action Area 

Where you add effects, 
titles, graphics, 
pictures and music. 



Action Tray 

Slide these trays 
next to the words 
in your script where 
you want the 
particular action 
to take place. 



Media 

Drag and drop titles, 
videos, graphics, 
pictures or music 
into this action area. 



Action 

Drag and drop 
effects into the left 
side of the action 
tray next to the 
content it goes with. 



Media Folders 

Use the tabs to 
select the effects 
and content for your 
videos. Use the 
Browse tab to find 
your own media. 



Install 
II □ the Software 



Before You Install Visual Communicator: 

I. Make sure your system meets the minimum 
Visual Communicator system requirements. 

(refer to your product packaging or www.seriousmagic.com) 

II. Verify that your display adapter, video camera and 
sound card have the most recent software drivers 
from the manufacturer's website. 

Install Visual Communicator Software: 

I. Be sure you are connected to the Internet. 

II. Insert the CD and follow the installation instructions. 

III. Perform the Program Updates from the Windows Start 
Menu by going to Start / Programs / Serious Magic / 
Check for Program Updates. 



Start 
□ the Software 

I. First you will see the Wizard. You can either start with 
the Wizard or click to the main interface. 

II. Go to the Setup tab in Visual Communicator and select 
the appropriate video and audio input devices. Video 
and sound may not appear until you do this. 

III. Center yourself in the output 
monitor window by adjusting 
your camera position or the 
position of your body. 
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Refer to the tutorials in the 

manual (starting on page 47) 

to begin making your videos. 

(There are also pre-existing shows for you to check out under the Projects tab) 



VISUAL COMMUNICATOR SETUP GUIDE 




Setting Up Your Studio 



Camera 




Extras 



If You Have a Webcam 

Try placing it directly in front of the monitor's top edge using, 
you guessed it, tape. It's fast, and it works like a charm. Be 
sure to turn off the webcam's "Auto" exposure features if you 
are going to use green screen effects. 
(refer to page 7 of your manual) 

If You Have a Camcorder 

It's best to use a tripod or a book to elevate it to the right height. You'll 
want to get it as close to the top edge of the monitor, without having the 
monitor in view, so that your eyes look in the direction of the camera 
when reading the teleprompter. Don't forget to zoom in if necessary. 
(refer to page 8 of your manual) 



Audio 




Microphone 

While a webcam's internal microphone can be used with Visual Com- 
municator, for better quality we strongly suggest that you use an 
external microphone such as the clip-on microphone pictured. Be sure 
you have the most current software driver from the manufacturer 
of your audio board installed. 
(refer to page 10 of your manual) 

Be sure your microphone is plugged into the microphone jack 

in your sound card. 

(Refer to your audio card manual.) 



Lighting 

Adequate room lighting can improve 
picture quality and make green-screen 
effects easier. 

(refer to page 12 of your manual) 



Green Screen 

Use tape or thumb-tacks to secure 
the green screen to the wall. It's 
best if your chair is far enough 
forward that no shadows fall on 
the green screen. 
(refer to page 61 of your manual) 




Frame Your Shot 

Just like newscasters on TV, 
your eyes should be one-third 
from the top of the screen 
leaving room for titles to 
appear over your chest in the 
lower-third of the image. 




